
Putting a value 
on urban trees

Why are bees important? 
And how you can help them

Trees are all these things and 
more. But unlike a new road or 
housing estate, it’s hard to put a 
proper value on everything they 
do, so they often lose the battle 
for space that goes on in many 
towns and cities.
The i-Tree Leeds project brings together 
scientists from the University of Leeds and 
members of the public to put a value on the 
city’s trees. We aim to increase awareness of the benefits that trees provide, protect existing 
street trees and encourage more planting.
Last year, we discovered that trees on the University of Leeds campus store more than 300 
tonnes of carbon, with an economic value of over £70,000. Their big leafy canopies are also 
removing at least 250kg of air pollution per year, equivalent to the vehicle emissions generated 
by driving 500,000 miles! Imagine what a city would be like without its trees.
To find out more visit https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2018/07/value-of-urban-trees/ 
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Often seen buzzing from flower to flower, it’s as difficult to imagine a life without bees 
as it is to envisage one without trees. These hard-working winged invertebrates have 
been around for millions of years, pollinating our plants and producing the sweet 
golden syrup we call honey.

They are among 12 species that have been put on the first “red list” for wild mammals 
in Britain. Factors such as climate change, loss of habitat, use of pesticides and disease 
are to blame. Find out what you can do to help at 
https://ptes.org/ways-to-give/latest-appeal/donate-tuih/ 

The UK has several native species of 
hawk-moth, but the elephant hawk-
moth (Deilephila elpenor) is one of our 
most common and widespread, found 
in gardens, woodland edges and open 
countryside. It’s a great beginner’s 
moth for the budding lepidopterist 
–  it comes readily to light traps and is 
pretty recognisable!

The caterpillars, or larvae, can grow 
to the length and thickness of a large 
thumb. They are usually dark brown and 
trunk-like, hence their name, but bright 
green forms are not uncommon. Look 
for their large eye spots and spiked tail. 

Despite their bright and colourful 
appearance, elephant hawk-moths 
(both as adults and caterpillars) are 
not poisonous and are harmless to 
both people and pets. In fact, the large 
caterpillars only pretend to be fierce. 
When threatened by a hungry bird (or 
unsuspecting passer-by) they retract 
their heads and puff out their bulbous 
necks. Complete with fake eyes, this 
display is sometimes enough to convince 
their attacker that they are dangerous 
and snake-like (and has perhaps earned 
them their fearsome yet unwarranted 
reputation).

Log on to https://www.woodlandtrust.
org.uk/blog/2018/07/elephant-hawk-
moths/ to find out more!

Elephant hawk-moth: 
caterpillar, lifecycle 
and is it poisonous?

Is UK barbecue charcoal fuelling global deforestation?
Last year Britain imported nearly 90,000 tonnes of charcoal. 
It’s much cheaper than sourcing it from within the UK but where is it coming from and at what cost to the environment? The BBC took a random 
selection of charcoal bags from supermarkets and shops to be tested. The testing was carried out at a specialist laboratory by experts in 
Hamburg, Germany. The charcoal came from different places, including Nigeria and Paraguay where deforestation is a major issue. According to 
UN figures, the UK imported nearly 90,000 tonnes of charcoal last year, up from around 70,000 tonnes in 2016. The charcoal came from different 
places, including Nigeria and Paraguay where deforestation is a major issue.
The FSC’s Kim Carstensen said mixing of the wood from different locations by suppliers was a major challenge in terms of providing information 
on the source.He said “It’s more complicated. Once it gets mixed, you cannot say it is from one place, it will be from several places … then what 
is the information you are going to get (from the label)?” Studies have shown that the mixing up of charcoal by suppliers is a major threat to     
tropical forests.
Find out more by logging on to https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-44880398 


